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FROM: Warren R. Johnston 
TOs Mr. Lloyd George 
VIA: Mir. W. G. Rogers; Dr. Paul Eckel 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report for June 1946. 


Administrative (prior to reorganization) 


During the war and until 19 April 1946, when the then Acting 
Japan Desk Officer was hired, X-2 Branch had no Japan or Korea Desk as such _ 
and no representation in the field. Material coming in from other areas had 
been extensively filed or carded but contained many gaps and was not well organ- 
ized. The principal work of the desk since that date has been the gradual re- 
vision and contemporization of the files, the reduction of a large backlog of 
unindexed material scheduled for further routing and thé processing of a still 
considerable volume of current reports from other areas. In general, the bulk 
of such work is functionally that of a carder or file clerk; much valuable (if 
not always timely) material remains to be processed by someone in that capaci- 
ty. : 


intelligence 


Field reports reaching this desk continue to be limited to those 
from other areas, and during the month of June no items appropriate for sum- 
marizing here appeared amongst them. (For examples of such items, see attached 
CE Monthly Summaries for April and May. Please return.) Reports from Japan 
concerning the interrogation by Rousseau of diplomat and journalist repabriates 
are expected momentarily. 


Qperations: the Rousseau Mission 





On or about 30 June 1946 operational control of the Rousseau mis- 
sion, which had been informally handled by Mr. David Zagier as Chief, Northern 
European Area, X=2, was transferred to this desk. The origin, history and pur- 


' poses of the mission are as follows -—- 


Origin of mission: 


Around VJ Day, X-2 Stockholm and Washington (Northern European 
Area) made efforts to seize Japanese diplomatic and intelligence files, coding 
machinery, etc., in Sweden, It was felt that such a move would result in the 
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acquisition of a wealth of valuable information concerning not merely JIS activ— 
ities in Europe but also the activities of various European services themselves, 
The State Department was pressed to take appropriate steps with the Swedish Gov- 
ernment, but without success. The Japanese diplomats in Sweden (and probably 
other countries) apparently burned their files, destroyed their equipment and 
dispersed their funds, : 

In late 1945 or early 1916 (a search is currently being made for all 
correspondence preliminary to the mission) Secretary of War Patterson wired Gen- 
eral MacArthur for SSU suggesting that the Japanese in Europe be ordered, before 
their repatriation, to submit to Allied interrogatbn. General MacArthur, disre- 
garding the enhanced value of interrogations conducted in loco, replied that 
these Hapanese would be interrogated in Japan "where I am sure any desired infor- 
mation will be promptly forthcoming." In the course of further cable correspon 
dence between the War Department on behalf of SSU. and CINCAFPAC, however, the 
General relented to the extent of asking for briefing materials for the question- 
ing of repatriates as they arrived -~ his first acceptance of SSU sefvices ~~ 
and then yielded to the argument that a briefing expert on espionage in Europe 
was preferable. 

As most. acceptable to General MacArthur's Headquarters, Lt. Comdr. Theo-~ 
dore ROUSSEAU was selected on the basis of his experience as assistant chief for 
the Orion project in the ETO from November 1944 to March 1946, 34 years of pre~ 
vious experience as Assistant Naval Attache at Lisbon and Madrid, and of his per- 
sonality. 


Duration of Mission: 


ROUSSEAU received his orders 19 March 1946, left (3 weeks behind sched- 
ule) 27 April and reported to G-2 Headquarters, CINCAFPAC, Tokyo, on or about 2 
May. It was thought at the time when he left that he would remain in Japan only 
untih some time in July. A personal element in the duration of his stay, which 
will probably depend in large part on ROUSSEAU's feeling as to the accomplish- 
ment of his indirect objective (q.v.), is the fact that he is. eligible for sep~ 
aration and has an attractive civilian job waiting for him in New York. 


Mission Objectives: 


Direct ~ to brief interrogators of Japanese repatriates (intelligence 

operatives, diplomats, officials, journalists, etc.)3 

Indirect - to 'sell' to General MacArthur the advantages of permanent 

SSU services in Japan. 

This indirect objective received its first setback when, 
after an exchange of cables during June 1946, CINCAFPAC Tokyo 
wired the War Department for SSU (30 June) that they would 

“not need the services of a party of seven which the latter 
proposed to send (2 intelligende officers to assist Rousseau, 
2 clerical assistants and 3 radio operators with equipment for 
maintaining direct contact with SSU China). 

Objectives as described by former X-2 Chief Murphy in a letter to Gen- 
eral Magruder soliciting the latter's support of a recommendation of Rousseau 
for promotion (15 March 1946): 

n le Lt. Comdr. Theodore ROUSSEAU, Jr., is to be sent to Tokyo, 

with the approval of General MacArthur, to direct the interrogation 

of leading ‘SECRET. and intelligence personnel now being 
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repatriated from Europe. In the execution of this mission he will be 
expected to perform the following duties: 
a) To plan and direct the interrogation, with primary emphasis . 
on intelligence and subversive activities in Europe; 

b) To brief the individual interrogators; 

c) To consolidate, analyze and edit the material and information 
emanating from the interrogation; 

d) To carry out liaison at the highest command level; 

e) To interpret the intelligence aspects of the subject to the 
command to which he is assigned," 


Briefing for Mission: 


ROUSSHAU spent about ten weeks during February, March and April 1946 
in X-2 Washington. Most of his briefing was undertaken by Mr. Zagier, with vari- 
ous other European areas participating. He took with him one briefcase full of 
material the contents of which are nob yet listed in this office, 


Operational Control and Current Plans: 


: Until the resignation of X-2 Chief Murphy, he and lr. Zagier assumed 
responsibility for the Washington operation of the ROUSSEAU Mission. Ur. Zagiler 
still initiates much of the intelligence material being sent to Tokyo, but the 
interim creation of an X~2 Japan Desk (now SC) shifts the responsibility to that 
desk, at least until operational details attending its closer affiliation with 
its opposite number in FR are worked out. Since the departure of Mir. Murphy, 
Colonel Quinn has initiated all communications to Tokyo involving policy and has 
otherwise kept in close touch with.cables to or from the mission. 

It is proposed at the present time to draft for Colonel Quinn's signa~ 
ture a letter to ROUSSEAU which will put him abreast of current SSU developments 
and encourage him, despite the setback referred to above, to remain in Tokyo and 
persevere in the effort to establish an SSU mission there. 

Inasmuch as no reports whatever have thus far been received from 
ROUSSEAU, a request for intelligence and progress reports should perhaps be in- 
cluded in the next communication by the Director. 


N.B.- It has just been brought to the attention of this desk that the 
security of the ROUSSEAU Mission has been jeopardized by the apparent fact that 
ONT (and hence, possibly, other agencies) has access through the War Department 
to cable communications to CINCAFPAC for ROUSSEAU. All future outgoing corres- 
pondence should take account of this development. 
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